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ance which laid its dead hand upon every effort for the
general advancement of the people could only be over-
come by education. Yet the education, even of the male,
was only partial and ineffective, and female education was
almost entirely neglected. Surely a nation which kept one
half of its people in darkness had no right to expect pro-
gress. How could the sons flourish when the mothers
by whom their early life was shaped were themselves
wholly ignorant? And so the measures of social
reform in the State were largely directed towards the
emancipation of women, to restoring to India that rational
freedom which was the heritage of the ancient days and
which only the degenerate custom of lesser men had
denied to her.

These then were the ideals. To reject the new light
and to cling blindly to primitive traditions was, in the
Maharaja's view, suicidal. The people of India were
'ignorantly mistaking the form for the ideal'. They must
learn to interpret Nature, not by the light of outworn super-
stition, but by the new andliving light of science, whether it
came from the West or from the East. They must broaden
their horizon, and recognize that they can no longer be
sufficient to themselves. They must purify and rationalize
their religion, and learn that the path to salvation lies not
in 'bathing in the Ganges or paying money to Brahmans,
but in right conduct and the purification of the soul'. Nor
should they despair. Some might acknowledge with envy
the superiority of Europe and be content with their own
inferiority, judging that it was useless to strive after the
unattainable. But the Maharaja has never wanted courage;
courage and determination have often pulled him through
when a weaker spirit would have abandoned the field to
the forces of reactionary opposition.
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